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WHAT I did on my holidays the 1994 version. Put concrete block on railway line, am; abducted toddler from supermarket and beat him to death, pm. Who said that today's youngsters do not know how to make their own entertainment? 

In the wake of the recent fatal train crash at Greenock, a police spokesman launching the murder inquiry explained that an increase in dangerous vandalism could be expected over the next few weeks, as the school holidays were about to begin. Regardless of the circumstances of the individual case, it emerged as a general principle that releasing the school population into general circulation is a life-endangering exercise. 

The days are long past when disgust with the younger generation was confined to apoplectic brigadiers in bath chairs. For anybody of normal intelligence, a glance at today's sullen, introverted, ignorant and loutish young people is sufficient to induce despair for the future of our country even for civilisation itself. It is monstrously politically incorrect to say so, but we have bred a generation of vipers. 

Of course there are still hundreds of thousands of young people who are a credit to themselves, their parents and their schools. The problem is that these youngsters even on the optimistic assumption that they still constitute a majority are no longer influencing their peers: the prevailing ethos among the young is anti-social. 

Since it is no longer possible to deny this fact, the politically correct have manufactured an alibi: these anti-social ``kids'' (in the pathetic argot of the social work clique) are victims of the new free market society; marginalised and doomed to unemployment. 

Victims balderdash. Unemployable yes, thanks to our appalling education system, itself the creation of the politically correct. Teachers in state schools have lost all authority; the balance of power has become inverted and many of them live under a regime of terror, fearing physical assault or false accusations of ``abuse''. 

Most of them deserve little sympathy: the teaching unions spearheaded the drive to abolish corporal punishment; recently they have succeeded in imposing upon credulous parents the notion that testing children's academic attainment would be an abuse of human rights. Last week a teacher acquitted at Dundee sheriff court on the charge of slapping a pupil said: ``I slapped nobody, ever, in my life.'' That is precisely what is wrong. 

Parents must take the main responsibility for the monsters they have spawned. The hanging jury of mothers which was once a fixture at every primary school gate, ready to reinforce the teacher's authority, has been replaced by a breed of litigious agitators, supportive of their offspring in every caprice as is the law itself. 

Recently, south of the border, a policeman was fined Pounds 100 and could have had his career destroyed for giving a youth the traditional ``clip'' on the ear. Parents threatened to sue a dentist for refusing to treat their daughter who ate too many sweets; why did they not correct their daughter's diet instead? 

The breeding ground of present anarchy has been two decades of political correctness. Leftist thought police banished Just William and the works of Enid Blyton from libraries as being middle class, sexist and monoracial. Blyton children had two parents and fought crime; politically correct children should have one parent (or live with two homosexuals) and commit crime. 

We are paying the price of this madness now. After the murder of James Bulger, the bleeding hearts ducked below the parapet; but any day now some Guardian-reading drabbies in granny spectacles will be screaming blue murder if the colour television sets in the rooms of his murderers are experiencing poor reception. 

``The youth of a nation are the trustees of posterity,'' claimed Disraeli. He was right; in this generation, that is a terrifying thought. 
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