Troubles of Youth

Assessment Two: due April 20th 2009
Word limit is 2500 words

Choose ONE of the following ‘social problems’ that relating to young people, and evaluate how effective policy and practice has been in responding to it.

· Disengagement with school

· Drug and/or alcohol abuse

· “At-risk-of-offending” young people

· The resettlement of incarcerated youth

· Cutting re-offending

· Knife and/or Gun Violence

· Gang Crime

Write a report on this topic which has two sections:

i. an analysis of the dimensions and causes of the problem.

ii. a critical evaluation of the policy response to this problem

· You can interpret ‘policy response’ in a range of ways: this can include legal changes, changes in practice made nationally or more locally, and/or local innovative projects.

· You should provide a clear description of the aim(s) of the policy response, and an evaluation of whether this aim(s) have been met

· Your research for the case study can combine standard academic sources (books, journal articles, research monographs) with information gained from contact with agencies working in the subject area.

Things to consider

1. This might sound obvious, but your choice of the problem must be based on an area where there is a policy response that has been evaluated. Don't choose an area where you don't know of any evaluations about the effectiveness of policy interventions. For example, very recent interventions will probably not have been evaluated. You will need to do some research to finding out what evaluations are out there.

How to go about researching the topic?

· Internet Searches: good places to look are:

· Government Websites: The Home Office, the Youth Justice Board, The National Audit Office etc.

· Pressure Groups and Campaigns: The Howard League for Penal Reform, NACRO etc.

· Research and Consultancy Organisations: The Campbell Collaboration; 
· Policy oriented journals (obviously many are available online through the University computer): for example, Youth Justice, Youth and Society, British Journal of Criminology, Evaluation. 
· Terms to put in general internet searches:

· "Systematic Review", "Evaluation", "Effectiveness", "Impact" "Interventions" "What Works"
· Put them in a search engine like this (include the quotes and the "+" sign): "Systematic Review" + "Effectiveness" + "Gang Crime" 
2. You need to consider what the problem is that the policy is a response to: 
· What is the extent of the problem? How common is it; how is changing over time; which parts of society is it more prevalent?
· Why does the problems occur? Is it associated with any particular factors?
· Is the government prioritising this issue? How and why?

· How has the problem been portrayed in the media? 

· Has academic criminology focussed on the issue?
3. What organisations are involved in “responding”? Are these national, regional, or more local?
Examples could be:

· Large government departments (e.g. The Home Office, the Department of Health)
· Specific government run organisations (e.g. The Youth Justice Board; the police)

· Local government organisations (e.g. Crime Reduction Partnerships for a local authority area; local education department)

· Community Initiatives (e.g. local neighbourhood community action).

3. What type of “policy response” are you looking at? A wide range of action can be seen as a ‘response’. For example:

· Education and public awareness campaigns (e.g. anti-drug campaigns in the media)

· Interventions with individuals (e.g. work with “at-risk-of offending” groups)

· Therapeutic Responses

· New forms of punishment (e.g. ASBOs; parenting orders etc.)

· Innovative Policing strategies

· Initiatives by non-criminal justice agencies (e.g. schools)

· Mentoring

· Efforts to reduce use of imprisonment

· Restorative Justice Initiatives (both national and local)
4. You are probably better looking across a range of different interventions in that particular area, and making comparisons between them. You might, for example, choose gang crime and compare educational based initiatives with police based ones. Or you might compare UK responses with other countries.

5. Assessing an Intervention

When you start looking at an intervention, it is important to consider a number of things:

i. Its aims: what change is the intervention attempting to achieve?

ii. The "Theory of Change": how is it attempting to achieve these aims? Is the theory a simple "do X - change Y" idea, or is it more complex than this? Does the intervention assume that there intermediary stages to go through before change will occur? For example, does a drugs intervention require a young person to be 'clean' before a programme of educational engagement can happen? Does a young person need to develop a relationship of trust with a mentor, before efforts to reduce offending will work?
iii. Outcomes and Evidence of change: what evidence is there that the intervention has worked? How has this been carried out? When does the intervention work? When doesn't it? Why might this be?
A checklist of things you will need to include in your coursework
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Standard Harvard style referencing and bibliographies should be used. It is perfectly acceptable (in fact advisable) to divide the coursework up into sections.
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