Troubles of Youth Coursework Advice

Due Date – 9th February
Assessment One
Answer ONE of the following questions: word limit is 2500 words.

Following each of the essay titles, I have set out some pointers to aid your research and writing for the coursework. Please treat these as loose guidance: you should not approach these pointers as the only way to approach the question. Different questions can be approached in different ways, and some of the pointers refer to a couple (or more) of ways. Do not feel you have to address all, or indeed any, of the material I have suggested. Remember, there are many readings on the Wikisite attached to seminar tasks, and/or lectures. Essays that simply go through the points I have listed, and do not demonstrate some understanding and critical awareness of the material will not receive a good grade.

1. To what extent are young people’s lives affected by ‘risk aversion’, and what are the effects of this?

· This question isn’t directly criminological, so you could (in theory) answer this question just with reference to a broad ‘sociology of youth’.

· You might, though, focus more criminologically, and consider the risk-factors associated with delinquency and  the developmental crime prevention perspective, and/or the attractions that risk-taking has for young people
· Keywords in reference to this: risk society; parenting; fear; problematisation / demonisation of youth; socialisation; formal and informal regulation; cotton-wool kids; early intervention; ‘at-risk-of-offending;  thrill seeking

· Some Key Writers – Frank Furedi, Tim Gill, Jack Katz, Keith Hayward, David Farrington, Alan France, Astroth
2. How useful is the concept of ‘gangs’ to explaining young people’s deviance?

· A clear criminological focus here: aim for a combination of theory and research here

· Although not explicitly in the question, you need to consider youth subculture here, and the different interpretations placed on the term. A distinction is usually drawn between American and European/ UK literature.

· The kinds of questions to consider within this topic should include the a consideration of the social phenonmena called gangs, how much deviance is explained by gangs, what type of activities do gangs do, what is the nature of the relationship between gangs and individual members etc.

· I think you probably need to address the objective and subjective importance of the term ‘gang’ as well – what is the reality of the importance of the gang, and how is the term used in popular discourse

· Keywords: subculture, ethnicity, violence, organised crime, moral panics, 

· Some Key Writers: Merry Morash, Cloward and Ohlin, Edwin Sutherland, Albert Cohen, David Downes, Hallsworth and Young, John Pitts, Ball and Curry
3. What significance should be placed on economic and political shifts since 1980 in understanding the experiences of young people?

· This is a fairly general question, so it is important that you focus it down onto some particular aspect of the period since the 1980s.

· You can focus on changes in general political approaches, some specific policies, shifts in patterns of young people’s employment, welfare, education, changes in approach to youth justice  etc. 
· In addressing the ‘significance’ you might what to think about what the effects of these changes are on other aspects of young people’s lives – crime and deviance, family life, leisure activities, drinking, drug use etc.

· Keywords: age, period and cohort effects; late-modernity; transitions; underclass; neo-liberal governance; youth employment; education; individualization; New Labour and youth justice
· Some Key Writers – Robert MacDonald, Postman, Jeremy Roche, 
4. How can an understanding of the age-crime curve inform appropriate ways of responding to young offenders?

· We spent a fair amount of the term talking this through, so you should be reasonably familiar with the material, though I recognise that there is a need to engage with some fairly complex empirical material

· The ‘age-crime’ curve can be bracketed together with material relating to criminal careers, pathways, patterns of onset and desistance, developmental criminology etc. 

· Keywords – as above, plus “adolescent limited / life-time persistent”, early-intervention, criminal career v. criminal propensity
· Some Key writers – David Farrington, Gottfredson and Hirschi,  Sampson and Laub, Terrie Moffitt, Per-Olof Wikstrom, The ‘SCOPIC’ studies

5. What are the important differences in the experience of young women and young men?

· This is a fairly general question set here, and as with Q3, it is vital, therefore, to focus it down on a particular area.
· Clearly, you need to address gender here, but the area(s) within which you demonstrate differences could relate to crime (e.g. offending, victimisation, punishment, social construction of female and male young offenders), or other areas (e.g. work, leisure, sexuality, family, education, transition, youth culture), and address objective realities, and subjective interpretations.

· The question, I think, needs to combine empirical evidence of the differences you are talking about, and also some theoretical explanation for these.

· Keywords: gender; femininity and masculinity; identity; socialisation; family; chivalry; double deviance; moral panics, discourse, risk, social control, risk-taking

· Some Key Writers – Robert Agnew, Frances Heidensohn, Angela McRobbie, Lorraine Gelsthorpe, Anne Campbell, Annie Hudson, Sue Lees, Newburn and Stanko, Messershmidt, R.W. Connell, Anne Worrall

6. Critically assess the links drawn between parenting and youth deviance.

· This is clearly a criminological question here, but you need to be particularly ‘critical’ here. The “links” mentioned are not simply those drawn by academics, but also policy makers, politicians, commentators and the media.
· You might also consider some of the material relating to question 5 as well – particularly the Robert Agnew material

· You need to consider a range of factors associated with ‘parenting’ – different family structures, and different styles of parenting

· You could usefully include empirical material here as well, and look at trends in family structures and crime

· Keywords: socialisation, the family, attachment theory, single parenthood, parenting styles, dysfunctional families, welfare dependency, differential association, low-self control

· Some Key Writers: Juby and Farrington, John Bowlby, Ronald Akers, Gottfredson and Hirschi, Mooney, George Erdos and Norman Dennis

7. Why do youth justice professionals argue for a reduction in the use of incarceration for young people, and why has this been unsuccessful?

· This is the most ‘policy’ oriented question, I think, and you need to set out the arguments put forward for a reduction, or even ending, of the use of youth incarceration.
· It is probably a good idea to spend some time discussing what the different types of youth incarceration are; what trends can be seen in the use of the different types, how effective they are; what problems are evident with the use of them; what changes in policy have happened recently etc.
· Keywords, Juvenile Secure Estate, incarceration and decarceration, effectiveness, rehabilitation, resettlement, 

· Some Key Writers: Barry Goldson, David Ramsbottom, John Muncie, NACRO, Youth Justice Board and National Audit Office reports on Youth Custody 
